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Washington State Health Insurance Pool 
Board Meeting Minutes (Approved 11-11-15)  

Wednesday September 9, 2015, 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Talaris Conference Center, Maple Room 

 
Board Members Present:   
Shaun Koos, Chair 
Andi Bailey, 
Jamie Clark (by phone) 
Mark Rose 

Lisa Matthews (by phone) 
Alison Mondi 
Scott Plack 
Jason Siems 

Sheela Tallman 
Mike Turner 
Kristen Walter Wright

 
Board Members Absent:  None 
 
Also Present: 
Sharon Becker, WSHIP Executive Director 
Anita Wuellner, WSHIP Executive Assistant 
Anne Redman, Legal Counsel, Perkins Coie LLP 

 
 

 
Guests: 
BMI (via telephone):  Michelle Beran, Bernie Jamieson and Denise Wilkens 
Leif Associates:  Liz Leif 
 
Audience Members: 
Michael Dunlop, Evergreen Health Insurance Program 
Wendy Galloway, Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner 
Mary Grennan, Northwest Kidney Centers 
Karen Laible, Fresenius Medical Care 
Elisabeth Smith, Northwest Health Law Advocates 
Janet Varon, Northwest Health Law Advocates 

  
The meeting was called to order by Chair Shaun Koos at 9:45 a.m. 
 
1. Introductions, Review Agenda.  Board members, staff, guests and members of the audience 

introduced themselves.  No changes were made to the Agenda.  
 

2. Consent Agenda 
 
A. Minutes of July 8, 2015   
B. 2015 Board Schedule and Work Plan 
C. WSHIP Administrator’s Report and Monthly Operations Report – July 2015 

 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried. 
 
3. Executive Director’s Report:  Sharon Becker reviewed the Executive Director’s Report included in 

the meeting materials.     
 

4. 2016 Board Meeting Schedule:  Ms. Becker presented and reviewed the 2016 Board meeting 
schedule included in the meeting materials, noting that meetings will be changed from being held 
on the second Wednesday to the third Wednesday of the month.  Discussion ensued.  Board 
members will notify staff of any conflicts within the next week. 
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5. Treasurer’s Report:  Scott Plack pointed out highlights of the Treasurer’s Report included in the 
meeting materials, noting that expenses and cash balances are more regularly aligning closer to 
projections. 
 
A. July 2015 WSHIP Financials:  Denise Wilkens reviewed the July 2015 WSHIP Financials included 

in the meeting materials.     
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to accept the July 2015 financials as presented.  The motion 
carried. 
 

B. 2016 Forecast:  Ms. Wilkens reviewed the 2016 Cash Flow Forecast included in the meeting 
materials, pointing out that the total projected assessment amount communicated to the 
carriers earlier has been reduced from $40 million to a new projection of $38.5 million.  
Discussion ensued.  
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to accept the 2016 Forecast as presented.  The motion carried.    
  
6. 2016 WSHIP Rates:  Liz Leif distributed and reviewed her calculation of the proposed 2016 rates.  

She noted that the OIC has not yet approved rates for two carriers so she has used their proposed 
rates in these calculations; their market share is relatively small so she does not anticipate a 
significant change in the final calculation.  She also explained why the 12.1% increase calculated for 
non-Medicare plans is higher than the overall market increase recently reported by the OIC:  1) per 
statute, the standard risk rate for WSHIP rates is calculated only on the five largest carriers not the 
entire market; and 2) the OIC report reflects a 0% increase for the three new carriers entering the 
market and for any plans that underwent changes from last year.  Discussion ensued.   
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the non-Medicare rates for 2016 as presented plus 
or minus a 1% change in their final calculation when the OIC releases the final rates by two 
outstanding carriers.  The motion carried.  
 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Medicare rates for 2016 as presented.  The 
motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:  Karen Laible commented that Fresenius appreciates all time & effort that went into 
making the draft legislative report and totally supports the recommendations in the report.     
 

(A break was held from 10:20 a.m. – 10:36 a.m.) 
 

7. Executive Committee Report:  Mr. Koos reviewed highlights of the August 26, 2015 Executive 
Committee meeting.   He noted that in addition to the Executive Committee members Lisa 
Matthews, Scott Plack and himself, additional Board members in attendance were Alison Mondi, 
Jason Siems, Sheela Tallman and Kristen Walter Wright.  The meeting’s main focus was the 
Legislative Study and draft recommendations.   
 
A. Legislative Study – Draft Recommendations and Report (Action):  Mr. Koos asked Liz Leif to 

begin by reviewing the five barriers that were identified for the populations served by WSHIP.  
The Summary of Recommendations included in the meeting materials was reviewed next.  Mr. 
Koos explained that each recommendation will be voted on separately and the study report will 
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indicate whether or not the vote was unanimous. 
 
1. Draft Recommendations:  

  
a. Non-Medicare Plans:  Discussion ensued as to the issues surrounding the third-party 

premium restriction barrier.  Questions were raised as to whether or not the federal 
rules about third party payments are final and if they apply to plans outside the 
Exchange.  Ms. Becker noted that these are interim final rules and she read the 
statement in the rule that indicates this standard applies to all individual market QHP’s 
regardless of whether they are offered inside or outside of the Exchanges.  It was 
further noted that the rules do not prohibit carriers from accepting payments from 
third-parties other than those listed, but discourages it.  In regards to the barrier 
concerning citizenship requirements, it was noted that carriers are accepting 
undocumented applicants in the private market at this time but it is unclear if they will 
continue to do so in the future and that most of these applicants depend on third-party 
premium sponsors.  Mr. Plack commented that the Affordable Care Act, with expanded 
coverage and guaranteed issue in the private market, should do away with need for 
separate high risk pools and the need to segregate out high risk patients as was the case 
in the pre -ACA days when the pool was created.  With respect to continuation of the 
pool, he believes carriers should better manage not segregate risk.  Further discussion 
ensued.     
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the recommendation to continue WSHIP Non-
Medicare Coverage beyond December 31, 2017.  The motion carried. 
 

b. Medicare Plans:  The recommendation to continue WSHP Medicare coverage was 
reviewed.  Discussion ensued. 
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the recommendation to continue WSHIP Medicare 
coverage.  The motion carried. 
 

c. Maintain WSHIP’s current Funding Mechanism.  The recommendation to continue 
WSHIP’s current funding mechanism was reviewed.  Discussion ensued. 

 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the recommendation to maintain WSHIP’s current 
funding mechanism.  The motion carried.  
 

d. Expand Access to State-Funded Coverage for Undocumented Immigrants.  The 
recommendation to expand this program to cover additional serious health conditions 
and post-transplant care was discussed.  It was noted that it is not considered to be 
comprehensive coverage.  Discussion ensued. 

 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the recommendation to expand the state-funded 
Alien Medical Program for Dialysis and Cancer Treatment to cover other serious conditions and post-
transplant care.  The motion carried. 
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2. Draft Report to the Governor and Legislature:  The Draft Report to the Governor and 
Legislature included in the meeting materials was reviewed.  Discussion ensued. 
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the draft Legislative Study report.  The motion 
carried.   

 
B. 2016 Policy Agenda Planning:  Ms. Becker noted that the WSHIP statute requires us to 

discontinue the non-Medicare plans at the end of 2017.  With the recommendation that these 
plans remain open beyond 2017, this will need to be addressed at the upcoming legislative 
session.  The Executive Committee will review a proposed policy agenda at its next meeting that 
will include statutory changes needed to enact the recommendations in the Legislative Study 
report. 
 

C. 2015 Auditor Engagement:  Mr. Koos advised that the Executive Committee approved the 
auditor engagement letter submitted by Petrow Leemhuis Vincent & Kane included in the 
meeting materials.   
 

8. Governance Committee Report:   
A. Updates to Member Assessment Policy (Action):  Ms. Becker reviewed a change in the Member 

Assessment Policy included in the meeting materials, noting that member plans will be provided 
with an estimate of the total WSHIP projected assessments for the following calendar year in 
March rather than in December.   
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the change to the Member Assessment Policy that 
members will be provided with an estimate of the total WSHIP projected assessments for the 
following calendar year in March rather than in December as presented.  The motion carried.   
 

B. Update on Board Evaluations:  Ms. Becker advised that the Governance Committee reviewed 
the Summary of WSHIP Board of Directors Evaluation, noting that the Board gave itself a very 
good to excellent rating of 4.4 out of 5.  There were no notable differences from last year’s 
Board evaluations.  The Governance Committee takes the comments and suggestions into 
consideration when deciding on future educational items and retreat topics of focus. 
 

C. Board Retreat Recommendation:  Ms. Becker advised the committee recommends holding a 
retreat sometime in April 2016 with a focus on, among other things, the effects of the 
Legislative session.   
 

9. Executive Session:  No executive session was held. 
 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, November 11, 2015, from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the Maple Room of the 
Talaris Conference Center, Seattle, WA. 
 


